
Bihać

Una-Sana CanTOn 

Geographical position

Una-Sana Canton, named after the rivers Una and Sana, is located in 
the northwest of the country and borders with enitity of Republic of 
Srpska, Canton 10 on the southeast, and with Croatia on the south, 
west, and north. The area is dominated by the combination of hills, low 
fields and alluvial plains and valleys with numerous rivers and streams. 
The center of the cantonal government is Bihać.

Area: 4,125km2

Climate

Una-Sana Canton has moderate continental climate. July is the warm-
est month of the year with the average temperature of 20.4°C. The 
lowest average temperatures in the year occur in January, when it is 
around 1.4°C.

Population

Preliminary data acquired for 2013 census show that 299,343 people 
live in Una-Sana Canton.
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By air
Given its favourable geographical 
positioning, it is no surprise there 
are several options to reach Bihać 
if you want to come by air, although 
part of the trip you will have to go 
by road. The closest airport is in 
Banja Luka, only 160km away, and 
then there are Croatian airports 
(Zadar, Zagreb and Split), that are 
all less then 200km away. The fur-
thest airport is in Sarajevo 320km 
away. Also, during the summer 
season (June-September) a small 
airport in Golubić, only 3km away 
from Bihać, can be used for smaller 
private aircrafts.

By road
Part of the motorway has been 
constructed from Banja Luka to 
Bihać and roads connecting Bihać 
with Sarajevo and the rest of Fed-
eration of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
are in pretty good shape, although 
it is not advised to experiment with 
the smaller roads. The landscapes 
are beautiful, so there is no need to 
look for the shortcuts anyways.

By rail
There is an important railway route 
going through Una-Sana Canton, 
but unfortunately it has not been 
used for passenger travel for years. 
Occasionally it is used for freight 
trains and there are talks about 
putting the rails in use for passen-
ger travel, also.

How to get there

Accommodation

As Una-Sana Canton is located on the roads that connect Bosnia and Her-
zegovina both with mainland neighbours and the seaside and is home to 
the one of the most beautiful natural parks in the country, it offers differ-
ent accommodation options. In the Nature Park Una you can stay in motel, 
private accommodation, smaller hotels in ethno style or a camp. There 
are two 4-star hotels in Bihać (Hotel Emporum and Hotel Opal Exclusive) 
and 4-star hotel Kostelski Buk located on the beautiful waterfall 8km from 
Bihać. There are also numerous 3-star hotels, motels and private accom-
modation options in Bihać. 

Bihać, located in the northwestern part of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, is the economic, adminis-
trative and cultural center of Una-Sana Canton. 
It is located on the banks of river Una and the 
whole municipality is rich in springs, streams, 
rivers and groundwater. The center of the city is 
dominated by the old town, beautiful vegetation 
surrounding Una and a city bridge.

Bihać

“I am from Krajina, Land of Chestnuts”
Film shot here: 
I AM FROM 
KRAJINA, LAND 
OF CHESTNUTS 
(2013), Jasmin 
Duraković.
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Una Una National Park

Una river, in part of its 
course, forms a natural 
border between Croatia 
and Bosnia and Herze-
govina. Over 170 types 
of medicinal herbs grow 
by the river and 28 kinds 
of fish live in it. Una is 
famous for its waterfalls 
especially those at Martin 
Brod, where the popular 
“International Una Regat-
ta” kayaking competition 
begins, and Štrbački Buk 
further downstream. ”In-
ternational Una Regatta” 
Bihać is held annually as 
kind of celebration of the 
river. 

Una National Park is the youngest national park in Bosnia an Herzegovina. 
It was established in 2006 around the Upper River Una and Unac River. 
The main purpose of the park is to protect unspoiled Una and Unac rivers 
which run through it. 

Una’s stunning water-
falls and white water 
rapids are highlights 
of the park. Through-
out the park, visi-
tors can enjoy prime 
conditions for raft-
ing, fishing, cycling, 
hiking, and camping. 
Jumping from the city 
bridges in Bihać and 
Bosanska Krupa is 
also popular.

Kostelski buk

Bihać
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After the 1878 Austro-Hungarian 
occupation of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, Bihać Catholics de-
manded that the former church, 
that was turned into mosque 
Fethija, be returned to its origi-
nal use. Not wanting Muslim citi-
zens to turn against them, new 

Stone Tomb and Bell Tower

rulers agreed to build a new church 
in any other place. Catholics chose a 
location where one of the six Middle 
Ages churches used to stand. Unfor-
tunately, it was also a location of a 
wooden tomb with the two graves 
of martyrs. Austro-Hungarian au-
thorities, giving their best to keep the 
peace, then built a new tomb a bit fur-
ther made out of Bihać bihacite stone. 
The church, built in 1890, has been 
demolished in 1944, in the bombing 
of the city and only a bell tower next 
to the tomb remains.

Home for the Elderly has been in the con-
struction for the past 20 years and is still not 
put into use. It is located in a very attractive 
place in the center of Bihać, along the banks 
of the river Una and it’s monstrous looks are 
in a big contrast to beautiful surroundings, 
giving it a specai visual quality. 

Home for the Elderly 

It is not certain in what year Captain’s Tower 
has been built, but historians suppose it 
dates from 13th century. It is one of the oldest 
buildings in Bihać built during the late Bos-
nian Kingdom or early Ottoman period. Dur-
ing the Austro-Hungarian occupation, the 
Tower was converted into a prison or county 
jail. Captain’s Tower was used exclusively as 
a prison until 1959. The building has been 
completely renovated and now it is function-
ing as a museum.

Captain’s Tower

 Captain’s Tower and Bell Tower

Stone Tomb and Captain’s Tower

Bell Tower
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Fortress Ostrožac is lo-
cated northeast of Bihać, 
overlooking the river Una 
from the top of the can-
yon 350m high. It was 
built on the private prop-
erty of family Babonić, 
who finished the con-
struction of the fort by 
1346. At that time, it was 
a big strong city with a 
large interior space which 
housed a whole little vil-
lage. Throughout the 
centuries, the city was 
gradually rebuilt and up-
graded, while the number 
of inhabitants increased. 
With the arrival of the 
Austro-Hungarians, aris-
tocratic family Beširević, 
sold the city to Lothar 
von Berks who continued 
with the restoration and 
upgrading of the city and 
settled in it in 1902. In 
1970 the Sculptors Colo-
ny Ostrožac has been es-
tablished and sculptures 
are held in the courtyard 
of the fortress.

Fortress Ostrožac
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